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Introduction

The Department of History of Shri Niketan Arts & Commerce College, Nagpur
organized a one-day historical study tour on 13th October 2025 to three
historically important sites: Ramtek, Nagardhan, and Mansar.

The study tour was conducted under the guidance and facilitation of:

*Prof. Anita Meshram
*Prof. Chaitanya Drugkar
*Prof. Vaishali Kumbhade

The objective of the tour was to provide students with practical historical

knowledge, field exposure, and an opportunity to understand the cultural
heritage of the Vakataka period.

1) Ramtek

Ramtek is a site of ancient religious and historical significance. According to
legend, Lord Rama rested here during his period of exile. The region houses
several noteworthy Vishnu temples, such as:

* Trivikram Temple
» Keval Narasimha Temple
* Ram Temple & Fort Complex

\
\

Mahy structures in Ramtek are associated with the Vakataka dynasty, who //
played a crucial role in supporting the arts and religion. Ramtek is alsg |
conn_ected to the classical Sanskrit poet Kalidasa, who is believed to have
composed parts of Meghaduta (WEga¥) here. e
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i§ Ramtek, Maharashtra, India &
98xj+g9g, Ramlek Maharashtra 441106, India
Lat 21.399015% Long 79.331108° '
Monday, 13/10/2025 01:06 PM GMT +05:30

2) Nagardhan (Nandivardh.an.)'

Nagardhan, previously known as Nandivardhan, served‘ as the capital of the
Vakataka Emplre around the 4th century CE, during the time of the Gupta
dynasty. The site is historically 1mportant due to:

* The Nagardhan Fort
» Archaeological excavations revealing Vakataka lifestyle:
* Nagarjun (Hidimba) Tekdi, a Buddhlst site dating to the Mauryan perlod

Evidence shows the presence of a Buddhist stupa and ‘monsistery, dated as'
early as the rule of Emperor Ashoka. The hill is linked to Buddhist scholar
Acharya Nagarjuna and has yielded more than 2,700 ancient artlfacts

. including sculptures from the 5th century CE. _ Mg /
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w Nagardhan, Maharashtra, India &=
8 88q8+cBy, Nagardhan, Maharashtra 441106, India
# Lat 21.337586° Long 79.315603°

Monday, 13/10/2025 11:46 AM GMT +05:30

3) Mansar

Mansar is one of the most important archaeological sites associated with the
Vakatakas, especially the reign of Pravarsena II. Excavations at Mansar
revealed:

 Pravarsena II Palace Remains
« Vakataka temples and cultural artifacts
« Sculptures showing Vakataka-Gupta artistic influence

The site has strengthened the importance of the Vakataka-Gupta political and
cultural relationship, influencing Indian art, architecture, and religion.
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k3 Indla, Maharashtra, Mansar, Maharashtra, India
Lat 21.393692° Long 79.271083°

T Monday, 13/10/2025 03:57 PM GMT. +05:30'

Conclusion

The study tour provided students with valuable practical learning, bridging the
gap between classroom knowledge and real historical evidence. Students gained
insight into: , |

*The Vakataka dynasty’s political and artistic contributions

*Ancient Buddhist, Hindu, and architectural traditions

*The importance of preserving historical heritage

The tour enhanced historical understanding and inspired students to appreciate
India’s ancient civilizations.

(Anita Meshram) Principal
| 'S . Dr.Medha Kanetkar
Shri Niketan Arts Commerce College, Nagpur
A-P.Meshrom (Chaitnaya-Drugkar)
Assistant Professor
Department of History
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